
Fred Macaulay
Fred McAulay is one of the most famous faces of Scottish comedy.
A regular at comedy festivals worldwide, he brings his gaelic humour to Bath Cricket Club on Sunday 29th March as part of 
Bath Comedy Festival. Here, we speak to Fred about his show, Sottish comedy and counting to 7.
Welcome to Bath, it's great to hear that 
you will be performing at the Bath Comedy 
Festival, what can we expect from your show?
It'd be either big-headed or remiss of me NOT 
to say that you can expect laughter...but that's 
what I've aimed for in every show I've done 
since starting out in comedy back in 1988. 
As some of you might know, I've been on the 
radio for the last seventeen and a half years, 
but this will be just my second show after 
leaving so you'll fi nd me full of enthusiasm for 
life back on the road. In terms of subjects......
family, pets, politics, sport and maybe some 
fi nancial affairs too!

 
For someone who has been a mainstay of 
comedy festivals worldwide for over 25 years, 
how do you keep things fresh? 
It's just about keeping an eye on what's 
happening around you. Doing the Newsquiz 
on Radio4 helps a lot.....it's good to know that 
you can fi nd humour in whatever is thrown 
your way. 

 
Have you always been a good story-teller? 
I think I probably have, even if that sounds 
a bit conceited. But I enjoy holding an 
audience's attention. That means that you can 
shift gears in a show, from rapid one liners to 
longer form anecdotes. 

Scotland has always seemed to have a 
production line of comic talent, from the great 
James Finlayson and Chic Murray, to the 
current crop of Kevin Bridges, Frankie Boyle 
and Rhona Cameron. Who infl uenced you to 

ditch the profi t and loss sheets to become a 
comedian and why do you think audiences 
around the world can relate to the Scottish 
sense of humour?
You can blame Billy Connolly! I caught 
him saying once that if you fancied trying 
something and you thought that you had 
a talent for it.....then DO IT!! Also, it was a 
long time ago and there were fewer Scottish 
stand ups.....Arnold Brown had proven that 
accountants could have a sense of humour 
so.....I took the plunge. And to be honest I 
was never that good as an accountant!! As 
for audiences taking to the Scots....that's an 
interesting one....it might have something 
to do with the Scottish Diaspora.....millions 
of Canadians and Americans either have or 
want to have Scottish ancestry. I think that 
helps. 

Having made the decision to leave a well 
paid job to becomes a comedian, what advice 
would you give someone who wanted to 
follow your lead?
Simply that they defi nitely should. It can be 
the greatest job in the world. 

What does 2015 have in store for you?
It's a big year. By the time I get to Bath I'll 
have left my radio show which I've been 
doing midweek mornings for nearly 18 years. 
I'll be in Edinburgh at the Fringe and then 
after that will be touring England and Wales 
in the autumn. Got two trips to LA in April.....
the fi rst to make a radio documentary on 
satire and political comedy, and the second 
trip is principally a holiday, but I'll squeeze in 
some stand up in the LA clubs.

Finally, there is a current trend on Facebook 
that asks nominees to name 7 facts about 
themselves that most people wouldn't know 
about you. What would be yours?
I've been asked to do it for FB but didn't do 
it.....but for you I will.
1. Apart from the ice bucket challenge, I don't
    normally respond to these requests.
2. I can tell whether a potato plant is diseased
    by the shape and colour of its leaves.
3. I've got 7 Highers and 2 Degrees.
4. My children have had 79 birthdays between 
    them.
5. My wife and I had our honeymoon in Bath.
6. I've been meaning to change my electricity 
    supplier for over three years.
7. I had a hole in one (golfi ng) on September
    22 2007.
8. Despite having earned a living as an  
    accountant for a number of years, I'm shit 
    at counting up to 7.
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2 tickets to see Fred McAulay 
at Bath Cricket Club on March 29th.

SImply send us your name and contact 
details on e-mail to: 

competitions@inbath.net 
for a chance to win.
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